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They met Dan, then playing in a band called Atomic
Suplex, when the two bands played at the same gig in
March 2008, and have been playing gigs around London

since then.

'Their big break came when they sent a demo to

Liam Watson, who produced White Stripes’legendary
Elephant album. He introduced them to their manager,
who in turn brought them to the attention of James
Endeacott of the record label 1965. He came to one of
the band’s gigs at The Social on Little Portland Street,
and signed them for a single deal; It’s True’is on release
from early October.

For The Spivs, music is all about the live experience, and
a good gig is one that draws a response from the crowd
— whether it be positive or negative. “We like to provoke
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a reaction,” says Ben. “We’re not jumping on any band-
wagon, we're standing on our own. If people don't like it,
that’s not a problem.”

“We want our gigs to be high energy, to get people
going, and make them remember the experience,” adds
Dan. “We want people to either love it or hate it.”

'Their sound is clearly informed by some of their favourite
bands and artists — The Cramps, The Clash, Sex Pistols ,
Billy Childish — but they are reluctant to restrict them-
selves to one particular genre. “A lot of people come up
to us at our gigs and say ‘You're a great pop band, you've
got a great pop sound,’ but it’s more of a mix,” says Ben.
“We do have a style that’s rooted in the 1977 punk-rock
movement, but we listen to a wide variety of music, like
Sixties rock and roll and some obscure

Fifties records, even some Buddy Holly and Elvis, so
that comes into it. It’s a hybrid of the eras that we listen
to and collect records from, but it’s still a modern sound
—we're not a vintage band.”

Their main goal is simply to have fun at their gigs, and
make sure that the crowd does the same. “Too many
people are being self-indulgent, worrying about trying
to be the best guitarist or whatever, rather than the
music,” says Ben. “We're inspired by people who write
great songs that anyone can listen to and enjoy. It’s
about taking people back to entertainment.” “It’s not
about trying to be clever,” Steve agrees. “We'd all rather
go and see someone entertaining than someone who just
shows off. Most people who have seen our shows have
been there by chance, and have liked it and come back
to the next gig.”
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left to right : Dan Suplex, Ben Edge and Steve Coley.

With the release of their first single, now is an excit-
ing time for the band, and a time for reflection about
their future. “What we set out to do up until now, we've
achieved,” says Steve. “It’s got to the point when we've
got to set some new goals.” For now, their plan is for
more of the same; they’re soon to head back into the
studio to record more tracks, and aim to keep playing

as many gigs as possible. “We’re not into being famous,”
says Dan, “just getting the buzz off doing a good gig.
The plan is to keep singles coming out, keep making
more and more new songs.” “The most important thing
in all our lives is music,” adds Ben. “There are so many
albums that have been important to us. If we could make
an album that would be important in someone else’s life,
I could die a happy man.”

For more information visit www. myspace.com/thespivsonline.





